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TAGSS UREP (PERCYY CHARLES H) LE . T : _ .

SUBJS SENATOR: WERCY.’S TRIP -TU LEHBANONZ "CONVERS&ATION o1TH
"7 PRESIDENT SARKIS ‘ '

1. (S=ENTIRE TEXT)

‘2., SUMMARY: DURING AN HOUR LUNG CONVERSATION UN JANUARY 20
 PRESIUENT SARK1S EXPRESSED THE FOLLUWING VIEWS IN ANSWER

TO GUESTIUNS BY SENATOR PERCY, THE PRESENCE OF  ARMED
PALESTINIANS IN LEBANUN IS A GREAT HINOKANCE TO THE EXERCISE
OF THE STATE’S AUTHORIYYe THE CREATION OF A PALESTINIAN
HOMELAND UR RNTITY wOULD ENABLE THE LEBANESE TO D1SARM

THE PALESTINIANS wHD CHOSE TO REMAIN IN LEBANON, : THE
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT?SPLAN FOR AN ORDERLY DEPARTURE OF THE °
SYRIAN AKAB DETERRENT FORCE 1S BEING IGNORED bY THE

ARAB FOLLUW=UP COMMITTEE. THERE IS A GREAT DESIRE NOw ON

THE PART UF ALL LEBANESE FOR NATIUNAL RECONCILIATION BUTY

THE LEBANESE B8Y THEMSELVES CANNOT GIVE THIS FEEL' ING CONCRETE
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EXPRESSION WITHUUT OUTSIDE HELP, A USG REACTIVATION OF
THE MUU wlTH ISRAELs wITHOUT SUBSTANTIAL ISRAELI -
CONCESS1ONSe wOQULD BE VERY BADLY SEEN IN THE AREA. THE
- LEBANESE PRUSIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN COULD HAVE SERIOUS CONSEe o :
GUESCES 1F THE Tw0O MAIN CUONTESTING PARTIES»y THE SYRIANS , . ?
AND THE PHALAKNGLISTSs DO NUT COME TO AGREEMNY UN A - ' X |
COMPRUM]ISE CANDIDATE, THE USG MUSY EVENTUALLY EXERCISE

INFLUENCE UN BUTH THESE PARTIES TU PRESSURE THM INTO

REACHING SUCH AN AGREEMENTs PRESIDENY SARKIS wILL UNDER

NO CUNDITIONS AGREE TO RUN AGAIN UR EXTEND HIS MANDATE,

END SUMMARY,

3. SENATUR PERCYs ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR DILLONs DCM
" BARRETTy AND SFRC STAFFER BANNERMANs CALLED ON PRESIDENY
~ SARKISs wHO wWAS ATTENDED BY H1S CHIEF OF PROTOCOLs ON

- WEDNESOAYs JANUARY 20y AND HAD A ONE HOUR CONVERSATION,

'~ 4y THE SENATUR OPENED THE CONVERSATION BY SAYING THAT
HIS PRESENCE 1N LEBANON SYMBOLIZED THE AMERICAN INTEREST-
IN LEBANONs THE AFFECTION AMERICANS HAVE FOR THIS.
COUNTRYs AND THE CONCERN THEY FEEL FGR 1T IN ITS PRESENT
PLIGHT, THE SENATOR DESCRIEBED THE STERLING QUALITIES
UF THE LEBANESE=AMERICAN.  COMMUNITY OF ILLINOISs AND SI1AD

" THE MEMBERS UF THAT COMMUNITY LIKE ALL AMERICANS DESIRE
PEACE ANO STABILITY FOR LEBANONes THE SENATUR CUMMENTED
THAT 1T %AS APPROPRIATE THAT. HE HAD ENDED HI1S FOURTEEN -

- NATJON TRIP THKOUGH THE ARAE WORLD 1IN LEBANON AND HE =~ _
ASKED FUR PRESIDENT SARKIS’ IDEAS ON HOW THE USG _ ' o -
COULD HELPs AND wHAT HE SHOULD REPURT TO PRESIDENT = D i
REAGANY . WHUSE AUMINISTRATION HAD A PROCT1CAL AND - S
REALISTIC ATTITUDE TOWARD EXTERNAL SITUATIONS, . :

5. PRESIDENT SARK1Ss AFTER WELCOMING THE SENATURs DESCRIBED
LEBANON’S SUFFEKINGS SINCE 1975 AND SAID THAT THE

LEBANESEY WHATEVER THEIR SKARE UF GUILY FOR THE

PRESENT SITUAT1IUNs HAD BEEN SUFFICIENTLY PUNISHED OVER THE
PAST SEVEN YEAKS, - THEY HAD PAID THE PRICE OF THEIR .-
MISTAKES AND 1T wAS TIME FOR THEIR CALVARY TO END.

6o THE SENATOR TOLD SARKIS THAT HE ®wOULD BE GLAD TO
HAVE TrHE PRESIVENT’S VIEWPUINT UON ALL ASPECTS OF THE
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PRESENT SITUATIUN, THE USG WANTS T0 STRENGTHEN THE
GUVERNMENT UF LEBANON (GOL) SO THAT 1T CUULD MAINTAILN
JI1SELF »1THOUT OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE. SENATUR PERCY SAlD»
HUWEVEKs THAT HE HWAD DETECTED A NOTE OF DISCOURAGEMENT
AMUNG AKAB LEAUERS AT THE LACK UF PREGRESS 1IN THE

LEBANESE S1TUATION AND AT .THE CONTINUATIUN UF THE

SYRIAN PRESENCE., HE ASKED SARKIS IF HE THOUGHT THE
SYRIANS HAD SPECIAL REASONS FOR WANTING TU STAY IN LEBANON.

T SAKKIS REPLIED THAT HE FAD TO SAY WITH REGRET THATY
THE OUUTSIDE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED THE GOL HAD NOT BEEN
EFFECTIVE BECAUSE THE PALESTINIANS 1IN LEBANON ARE SO
wELL RMED AND NOU ONEs NOT THE GUL OR OTHER ARAB
GOVEKNMENTSs NUR ANY OUTSIDE COUNTRY CAN DO ANYTHING
ABOUT THI1S.

86, ON TRE SYRIAN QUESTION» SARKIS SAID THAT THE USG
AT THE TIME KNtw BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE THE SYRIAN
MOTIVATIUNS FUR COMING INTO LEBANON IN 1976, THE GOL |

EXDIS
BELIEVES THAT THE LEBANESE ARMED FURCES (LAF) COULD

TAKE UVER THE MAINTENANCE OF SECURITY IN THE CUUNTKY . ffw
BUT THE LEMANESE w0YKING PAPER .  PRUOPUISING THIS TO THE ’

"ARAB FULLUw-091C0MNITTEE (AFC)YHAD UNFUHTUNATELY‘NGT

00

BEEN SERIUUSLY STUDIED BY THRE AFC MEMBERS, THE wORKING
PAPEK MAD DESCRIBED THE LEBANESE PEOPLE’S READINESS

YO ACHIEVE NATIUNAL PECONCILIATION AND THE LAF’S
READINESS TU ENLARGE ITS RULEs BUT THE AFC’S ATTENTION
WAS UN UTHER MATTERS SUCH AS THE PHALANGIST RELATIUNSHIP
WITH LlSKAELY CUASY CONTROLs ETCa

S SENATUR PEKCY THEN DESCRIBED HIS INTEREST IN hAVING
THE UbSG ESTABLISH A MDRE INFLUENTIAL ROLE VISwA=VI1S

THE SYRKLAN GUVERNMENT wHICH #wAS THE REASOUN HE HAD
VISITeD DAMASCUS, HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAY THE USG
COULD EVENTUALLY PLAY A ROLE 1IN MARSHALLING PRESSURE )
ON THE SYRIANS TO LEAVE LEHANON. RI1GHT NOw THE US DOES
NOT HAVE THAY TYPE OF INFLUENCE ON THE SYRIANS AND THE
LATTER COULD JUST REPLY TOU ANY REQUEST THAT THEY LEAVE
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BY SAYING THAT THEIR DEPARTURE FROM LEBANON wOULD RESULT.
IN CHAUOS,  THE SENATOUR ASKEC SARKIS WHETHER HE HAD ANY
DEADLINE IN MIND FUOR A SYRIAN WITHDRAWAL,

10e SARKIS BEGAN HIS REPLY BY SAYING THAT THE GOL COULD
NEVER SUFFICIENTLY REPEAT 17S APPRECIATIUN FUOR THE
ASSISTANCE wHICH HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO IT BY FRIENDLY
COUNTKIESY INCLUDING THE USe VYET THE EXISTENCE OF
SERIUUS OBSTACLES HAD PRECLUDED ANY FAVORABLE EVOLUTION
OF THE SITUATIUN, THIS wWAS THE CASE EVEN THOUGHs TO A
GREATERK EXTENT THAN AT ANY OTHER TIME SINCE THE
ACCESSIUN TU INDEPENDENCE IN 1943y THERE IS A GENUINE
FEELING AMONG ALL LEBANESE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE '
LEBANESE STATE AND A DESIRE FUR NATIONAL RECUNCILIATIONS,
ME HUPED THAT THE US COULD INFLUENCE THE SYRIANS AND
- THE PLO TU LET THE LEBANESE LIVE IN PEACEe. ' THE LEBANESE
. HAD DONE ALL THEY COULD TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION, '
FRIENDLY GOVEKNMENTS KNEw BETTER THAN THE GOL WHAT THEY .
- COULD DU TO HELP, THE PRESIDENT HUPED THAT VISITS. o
SUCH AS THE seunroan wOUuLD LEAD TO MORE EFFECTIVE ACTIDA
ON THIS SCUKE,
11e¢ THE SENATUK REFERKED TO SARKIS’ MENTIUN OF THE PLO
TO SAY THAT 171 wAS HIS UPINION. THAT THERE COULD ®E-NO
PEACE IN THE AKEA UNTIL THE PALESTINIANS WERE GIVEN A
HOMELAND UR TEKKITORJIAL ENTITY UF. SUME SORTs AND THAT .
THE SITUATIUN IN LEBANON ALSU COULD NOT HE RESULVED
UNTIL THIS HAPPENED, 1F THE PALESTINIANS HAD THIS
EN!ITY THE GUL COULD INVITE THEM TO LEAVE.

12, PKESIDENT SARKIS EMPHATICALLY EXPRESSED CUMPLETE

. AGREEMENT wlTH ThIS VIEw, HE SAID THAT ALL FRIENCLY

" COUNTHIES SHUULD %OWK TOWARD THE GOAL OF A PALESTINIAN
HOMELAND "“OUTSIDE LEBANONY, THIS wDULD PERMIT THE

" DISAKMAMENTY OF THE PALESTINIANS wHO REMAINED IN LEBANON
AFTER THE CREATION OF THE HOMELAND, THE GOL WOULD NOT.
FORCE OUT THOSE PALESTINIANS WHU CHUSE TO REMAIN IN
LEBANUN, THEY wOULD TREAT THEM AS ANY OTHER UNARMED
FORELIGNERS %wHU wISHED TO RESIDE IN LEBANON., THE GOL
WOULD 1IN SUME CASES ENCOURAGE THEM TO LEAVE OR IN
OTHEKS WKEGULARIZE THEIR STATUS IN LESANON. BUT THERE
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wOULD BE NU MUKE PRETEXT FOR THEM TO BE ARAMED AND THI1S

wOULD NU LONGER BE ACCEPTED. -

13, SENATOR PERCY THEN ASKED SARKIS WHETHER HE HAD

EVER MET PRESIDERT REAGAN, WHEN SARKIS EXPRESSED THE
REGRET TRAT RE HAD NOTs THE SENATOR TOLD HIM mE HCOPED

THAT HE wOULD MAVE THE CHANCE TO DO SOs HOUPEFULLY DURING
ERESIDENT REAGAN’S CURRENT TERM OF OFFICEe IF SARKIS
CAME TU ®wASHINGTONe SENATOW PERCY wOULD BE GLAD TU GIVE

A LUNCHEUN FUR hIM AT THE SENATE SO THAT HIS FELLCW
SENATURSs ESPECIALLY THOSE ON THE SFRCs COULD HAVE o
THE BENEFITS OF WIS VIEWS WEGARDING LEBANON'S TRAGEDY "AND
WHAT THE US CUULD BE DUING ABOUT ITe S -

416.: THe. SENATUR AND THE PRESIDENT THEN DISCUSSED USe

ISRAEL] HELATIONS AND THE PUSSIBILITY THATVTHE‘MCU MIGHT.
BE KEVIVEDs ®w1TH ALL THAT THIS WDULU_XNVULVE'IN USsG ‘
PUKCHASES UOF MILITARY EQUIFMENT FROM 1ISRAEL AND INCREASED

MILITARY LUANS AND GRANTS TG ISRAELe PRESIDENT SARK1S

GAVE 17 AS H1S UPINIONs WHICH THE . SENATOR COULD PASS

ON - TO pRESIDENTVREAGANg'THAT SUCH AN ACTION . -
INITIATIED BY THE US wOULDs IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY CUUNTER®™
VAILING CUNCESSIONS ON_ISRAELfS PARTs BY VERY BADLY

"PERCEIVED 1IN ThHE REGION, HE RECALLED THAT AFTER THE

1956 SUEZ CK151S PRESIDENT EISENHO#ER HAS SALD ThaTs -

GIVEN THE CKEATION OF ISRAEL AND US COMMITMENT TO ITs

THERE wAaS A LImMIT TO WHAT HE COULD DO IN FAVUR OF

. ARABD DESIKES. THE US HAD TRIED TO MAINTAIN A -

BALANCED STAND BETWEEN 1SRAEL AND THE ARABS SINCE ThAT
TIME BUT THIS BALANCE HAD BEEN LOST RECENTLY AND THE
RESULTS COULU BE SUCH DRASTIC DEVELOUPHMENTS AS: A
SYR]AN=SUVIET STRATEGIC AGREEMENT AND' THE DRIFT OF -
GTHER NATIUNS .TOwARD THE SOVIET UNIUN. HE SAID A

"RETURN TU THE JUU wOULD BE VERY BADLY SEEN BY

FRIENDLY ARAB GUVERNMENTSs AGGRAVATE PRESENT TENSIONSo
STRENGTHEN THE REJECTION FRUNT AND PROVIDE FURTHEK
OPPORTUNITIES WHICH CUULD BE EAPLOITED 8Y THE SOVIETS,

EXD1S

15, SENATOR PERCY THAN ASKED SARKIS WHAT INFLUENCE THE
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SYRIANS WUULD HAVE OVER THE 1982 LEBANESE PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIUNS: -wUULD THEY BE -ABLE TO EXERCISE A VETG?

164 SAKRK1S ANNSWERED THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIUNS

COULD MAVE CATASTROPHIC CUNSEWUENCES, THE MALN :
CONTESTING ELEMENTS WERE SHOWING THEMSELVES INCREASINGLY
INTRANSIGENT INSTEAD OF TRYING TO REACH AGREEMENT ON

A COMPRUMISE CUNDIDATE FUR THE PRESIDENCYe. ALL CONCERNED
PARTIESs MUST UF ALL THE USGs SHOULD HELP IN THE ATTAINw
MENT .UF SUCH AGKEEMENTs FOR THE CHOICE WAS BETWEEN 4

AR puesluanr AND A coupnovxse PRESIDENT, '

-17. THE SENATOK THEN ASKED HOW THE USG COULD HELPs AND
.\ WHETHER THE PKESIDENT FAVORED A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENGMENT
CUMHICH wOULD PEKMIT HIM TO 8E REELECT&D OR HAVE H1S
g:MANDATe PRULUNGED s - A

184 SARKIS ANSWERED THE SECOUND QUESTION' FIRSTe HE. SAID
ME HAD- SERVED H1S TIME IN PURGATORY AND THAT. THERE #AS NO
WAY THAT HE wOULD CONTINUE IN OFFICE, THEREFUQE
HE WAS AGAINST ANY CHANGE IN THE CONSTITUTION wWNMICH #0ULD
. PERMIT THE EXTENSION OF HIS RULE AND NUO  ONE SHOULD HOPE
. FGR TH1S OR BASE THEIR ACTIONS ON SUCH A POSSIBILITY.
. HE SIAD THAT WHILE HE HAD: MADE NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCE= " .
MENT UN THE SUBJECTs HE HAD TOLD EVERY(QNE THE SAME TthG
AND THAT THE SENATOR COULD GUOTE HIM PUBLICLY. IF HE
WISHEDs Ab.TO USG ACTIUN REGARDING THE PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGNs SAKK1S SAID THE US COULD INFLUENCE THE . . -
ELECTIONS DIKECTLY OR INDIRECTLYe - THE DIRECT METHGOD»
WHICH wAS BREFERABLEy WOULD MEAN THE USG’S EXERTING PRESSURE.
ON THE MALIN PAKTIES CONCERNEDs THE PHALANGE AND SYRIAj
. TO REACH. A CUMPROMISE. THE INDIRECT METHOD METHO® #0ULD INVOLVE
"USING THE INTERMEDIARY OF THE GULF STATESs WHO WOULD S 3 o
ACT IN THElK TRADITIONAL wAYS (PRESUMABLY THE PRESIDENT - - - R
MEANT THROUGH FINANCIAL INDUCEMENTS) wWHICH HAD NOT PROVED = . - o
VERY, EFFECTIVE IN THE PAST. . HUWEVERs SARKIS SAID T . !
T AS NUW A LITTLE TOO EARLY FOR AN ACTIVE US ROLE. ' o - S S

19¢.. SARKIS THEN WENT BACK TO HIS REASDNS FOR o . ’
RUFUSLING TO RUN AGAIN., HE SIAD THAT FOR HIS 0Owi FE&CE ' : 1
OF .MIND HE WANTED. 7O EXPLAIN HIS REASONING TO THE | : SRR

Weas o ?"secasr~‘
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SENATUKe THE PRESIDENT THEN SAID THAT THE ELECTION
CAMPALlGN WOULD RESULY EITHER IN THE TwO CUNTESTING
PARTIES GUING TU wARy OR IN THEIR RECHING AGREEMENT ON
A COMPRUMISE CANDIDATE. IF THEY WANT TO wWARs THERE WAS
NUTHING HE COULD DO ABUUT 1T. IF THEY REACHED AGREEMENT
THEN HE WwAS NU LONGER NECESSARY.

20. SENATUK PERCY ASKED THE PRESIDENT ®HETHER HE PER=
CEIVED ANY #1DELY HELD BELIEF THAT ISRAEL WAS HELFING

IKAN IN 1TS waR AGAINST IRAG AND THAT THIS WAS BEING

DONE AT AMERICAN BEHEST. SARKIS REPLIED THAT HE DID

NOT THINK TH1S BELIEF WAS WIDELY MELD AT THIS TIME ALTHOUGH
FHERE HAD BEEN TALK ABUUT AMERICAN AID TO IRAN AT THE TIME
OF THE FINANCIAL SETTLEMENTS TO FREE THE HOSTAGES.
 FURTHEKMOKREs HE THOUGHT THAT THE 1RAQIS HAD RECEIVED
 ASSURANCES ON THIS SUBJECT. IF SOME PEDPLE NUw BELIEVED
TRAT 1SRAEL WwAS HELPING IRAN IT WAS PRUBABLY ASSUMED

AS THE LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE OF ISRAELI=ARAB ENMITY.

21, THE SENATUR’S LAST GUESTION WAS wHETHER THE PRESIDENT
THOUGHT SYRIA SINCERELY WANTED TU END TRE IRAUW=IKAN W®WAR

AND WHETHEK IT COULL DO SO, SARKIS REPLIED THAT HE .
REALLY COULD KOT ANSWER THAT QUESTION. ONE OR MURE OF

THE GULF STATES HAD REGUESTED PRESIDENT. ASSAD- UF SYRIA

YO DO SUEMTHING ALONG. THESE LINES DURING HIS RECENT

VISIT TU TRAY AREA, BUT THKE IRANIAN DEPUTY FUREIGN.
MINISTER HAD REPUTEDLY REJECTED ASSAD’S OVERTURES

DURING A VISIT TO DAMASCUS.

28 TH1S KERORT HAS NOT BEEN SEEN BY THE SENATUR.
DILLUN - .
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